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Mark & Edie Larson, 295 Hir es Trace, Mor ton
Get off on the
North Morton Ave. Exit
From HWY 74.
Go past the Culvers
Rest. And turn left at
Lakeland, this is where
the Marathon Gas station
is. You will stay on
Lakeland until you come
to a “T” in the road,
about a half mile. Turn
right onto Veterans Rd.
You will passed the
baseball fields and follow the “S” curves on
Veterans Road. You will

pass the VFW on the
right. Hires Trace is the
2nd right after the VFW.
Their home is the last
one on the right.

HAPPY
BIRTHDAY TO:
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Charnnell Fornoff
Becky Williams

This couple is
one of our newest members, so lets have a good
showing for them from
our club. Their pond is
also the Pond Feature for
the month of August.

Marianne Brubaker

Special points of interest:

Joan M. Trotter

• Keep in mind the 2009 Pond
Tour

Ron Kramer

• New Members jump right in to be
active
• Feeding fish from your mouth???
• BRING LAWNCHAIRS
• LAST CHANCE FOR BUS TRIP
• Elections are coming up
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POND/WATER FEATURE OF THE MONTH
Here we go—, A new member wanting to have the club meeting
at their home this month
THAT’S FANTASTIC!!!!!
What a great way for a new member to start with PKPS. From the pictures that were sent, it looks like a beautiful pond, maybe they would
want to be on the Pond Tour for 2009.
We will have to encourage them to give us a brief summery of
the pond and what was involved for the construction.

BY Ron Kramer
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THROUGH THE FISH EYE
I went through some old newsletters
and found this article dated August
2005 by Sandee Hennessy, hope everyone has a learning experience like I
did:
Hand Taming Fish!
It helps to have at least one in the tank that
likes people, but it is not necessary if you are
patient. My sister’s fish were really wild when
she got them and would dash around and slam
into the end of the tank if you even walked in
the room. At feeding time, they would huddle
at the other end of the tank and wait till you
left the room before they would eat.
I watched them for a while. I told her to let
them get a little hungry (not ravenous) and
then just put one or two pellets in the end
away from them and step back a couple of
feet. Eventually one becomes brave enough to
come for the food. Let him get it and swim
away. Then do the whole process again.
Next go ahead and feed them normally.—
They do have little pea brains you know.
Within a few days the other fish figure out that
the guy who goes to the person gets fed first
and you are on your way. I personally feel it’s
very important not to let them get so hungry
that they frenzy, because then they aren’t
thinking. Think about yourself. It is really hard
to enjoy some little gourmet delight if you are
to hungry you could eat the wall paper. She
now has a fish the will take food from her
mouth — are we nuts or what?
Once they are comfortable incoming to you
for food, put a few pellets in and trail your
hand in the water. At first they may be a little
afraid to come for food with your hand there,
but again, one will be brave and take a chance.
Don't even think about touching them yet.
More time passes and you put your hand in
with no food. They aren’t afraid of the hand
now and associate it with food. When they
approach the hand really closely give them a
pellet or two. Eventually they will pluck at
your hand ,when they do that give them a little
food.
I make the little koi give me “fishy kisses”

before they get food. Sometimes they feel like
they are going to tear off my hide, but as they
get bigger their mouths get softer and they are
lots less aggressive.
Once you get fishy kisses it’s an easy matter to
just lightly brush your hand along them while
they are eating — pretend it’s an accident.
They may kind of quiver at first — like you do
when a bug is crawling on you. Over time you
will be able to cradle them in your hand or
stroke them gently. I try to avoid touching
along the lateral line. I just feel this is a really
sensitive area. Tummies and backs and mouths
seem fine.
I don’t put my fist in the water with food in it.
I have seen people do this and the fish come
up and suck it out, but again I feel when they
do that the fish are not really thinking they are
just frenzied. I would rather have them come
to me of their own accord with the hopes that
they will get food. It’s sort of like training a
mammal with food rewards and gradually
removing the food until they forget about it.
Not all fish will respond to this. For example,
Savannah will not come to me. It’s just her
nature and she probably never forgave me for
Ernst. Just kidding. She just never has been a
people fish. She likes to look at me through
her magnifying glass that hangs on the tank,
but touching and hand feeding is out.
Then on rare occasions you run into one like
Ernst and Little Ernie who just crave touching
with no food reward at all. Those are both
ends of the spectrum and most fish fall somewhere in the middle.
Because Ernst and Little Ernie are so exceptional I hadn’t really thought much about all
the others in this regard, but the vast majority
of my fish will allow some touching and will
approach to nibble at me or brush against me.
It has one draw beck. When I am cleaning
tanks I have to be careful that I don’t accidentally smack one when I am concentration on
the siphon.
Smaller groups of fish are easier to work with
than say a couple of dozen in a tank. No more
than six at a time seems pretty ideal. That way
you can observe and evaluate each fish's re-

By Sandee Hennessy

sponse and behavior. Younger it better, but
older is not impossible.
When you move them to a new location,
sometimes they sort of freak out for a while,
but then they settle down again.
That’s all I have been able to figure out on the
subject Do I get in the Guinness Book of Records as fish trainer? Maybe I’ll teach them to
swim through hoops.
Sandee H.
My take on this story, this is based on aquarium fishes, however, a lot of the same techniques can be applied to our pond fish.
Several of our pond fish do eat out of our
hands. All it takes is patience and trust.
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TID/BITS OF INFORMATION
POND TOUR 2009
REQUIREMENTS

Vitamin & Mineral Deficiencies
What exactly happens?
You have probably heard not to use food that
has “corn” as one of the first 3 ingredients
because Koi can’t digest it. But did you know
what the following deficiencies can do?

•

Adequate parking

•

Non-essential items & debris
removed

•

A safe environment for pond
viewers

•

Yard freshly cut and trimmed

•

A pond that is pleasant to look •
at and has features that would
be of interest as a Koi pond or
•
as a water garden to the viewing public

•

Vitamin A-Impaired growth, body depigmentation, pop eye.

•

Vitamin D3– Poor growth, impaired calcium balance.
Vitamin E - anemia; increased water
retention.
Vitamin C—scoliosis, deformative
growth, hemorrhagic skin, liver, kidney,
intestine and muscle

The owners must be available •
at their pond during all pond
tour hours to answer questions •
and to greet ticket holders

Riboflavin—Cloudy eyes, hemorrhagic
eyes, dark body coloration

•
Supply a description of their
pond with driving directions to
the pond’s location for the
•
Pond Tour ticket book

Menadione—Prolonged blood cloning,
anemia

•

Must have home owners insur- •
ance

Folic acid—Lethargy, fragile caudal (tail)
fin.

•

•
The final selection of ponds
will be make by the Pond Tour
•
Selection Committee.

Pyridoxine—Hyper-irritability, loss of
appetite, rapid and gasping breathing

•

•

Niacin—Loss of appetite, jerky or difficult motion

D-pantothenic—Loss of appetite, clubbed
gills, gill exudates

Thiamine—Poor appetite, convulsions
loss of equilibrium

•

Biotin—Spastic convulsions, skin lesions

•

B 12—Poor appetite, anemia

•

Calcium—Reduced growth

•

Manganese—Loss of equilibrium, dwarfism, high mortality

•

Zinc—anorexia fin and skin crosion

•

Iodine—Thyroid hyperplasia (abnormal
increase of thyroid cell growth)

•

Copper—Lack of important metabolic
enzymes.
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GARDENS OF THE ORIENT
.A Feng Shui Garden
The Chinese believe everything contains chi
(energy) and it must flow freely. If it flows too
fast or is allowed to stagnate, it is unhealthy as
an illness or bad luck. The basic principles are
simple. Chi flows best in smooth curves so,
there should be no straight edges in ponds or
paths.
If a path or stream is too straight, it can be
broken with curves, plants, or rocks. This is
why Chinese buildings have upturned roof
eaves, so chi doesn't fall over the roof too fast.
The ideal garden position should have protective hills to the north and gentle hills to the
east, should slope gently to the south, and be
protected by a river to the west. Views are
kept open to allow chi to flow in and out. At
our house, the hills to the north are represented
by a house. The houses across the street (east)
are further away and, hence, smaller and gentler. We do have a slope in land to the south
but the river to the west is merely the flow of
water at the bottom of the yard when we have
rain. We do have great views from all areas so
our chi flows in and out at will.
Typical plants include peonies, daylilies,
mums, bamboo, hydrangea, roses, water lilies,
fruit trees, and magnolia trees. Symbolism is
important to the Feng Shui garden. Peaches
represent immortality while water lilies show
purity and truth. If you are a young couple,
you want peonies for love, marriage, and fertility. Cherry trees are a sign of spring and
youth. Mums promise long life and prosperity.
Once, only the emperor could have a magnolia
tree, the tree of beauty and gentleness.
A Zen Garden
The art of gardening in Japan came from
China in the 7th century and was not as elaborate. Zen Buddhist monks created the first Zen
gardens. They took Chinese gardens and simplified it even more. The keys are simplicity,
in which nature is balanced to create a place
of stillness and meditation.
In the 12th century, Zen priests introduced a
new style of gardening following their belief
in austerity, humility, and simplicity as the
path to enlightenment. They devised the tea

ceremony when tea arrived from China. It was
basically a ritual designed to help one stay
awake while meditating.
The aim is to create a perfect harmony of yin
and yang. They believe everything is influenced by these forces. Yin being feminine,
dark, negative, passive, and cold. (Sorry ladies, what did those monks know?) Yang being masculine, light, positive, active, and hot.
Neither can live without the other.
Since a Zen garden must have water and land,
gravel may represent water and is raked to
indicate ripples or waves around the rocks
which represent land. The “water” is yin and
rocks or plants are “land”. Most important, the
final design must look like a natural creation.
While we may celebrate the change of seasons, the Zen garden strives to created perfect
Yin/Yang balance so plant color changes are
not desirable. Stones are very important and
the shapes and sight are critical. A badly
placed stone can wreak havoc in the gardeners’ own life. Fake stones throw gardens out of
balance.
Pine trees are popular as they are long lived
and don’t change with the seasons. Maple
trees may be used to remind us of the cycle of
life and death. The only other plant used may
be moss around the rocks.
Water ;is always used in natural shapes. There
should never be stagnating water, the movement of water is an essential part of the garden. Water should come from the east, flow
under the house, and cross the yard to the
southwest to wash away evil spirits. Our pond
had water beginning from the north, it kind of
flows under the deck, crosses to the southwest
and back to the north. Does that mean that the
evil spirits are washed right back into the
house?
Some typical Zen garden plants would be
conifers, maples, bamboo, moss, lichen. And
perhaps creeping thyme.

By Denese Bevard
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